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this feeling that has caused the official style of the present
sovereign to be ' German Emperor/ that is, * Emperor
in Germany,1 instead of' Emperor of Germany/
It is therefore in strictness not to Otto the Great and
his long line of successors down to Francis II that the
Emperor William succeeds, but to the German kings
Conrad I and Henry the Fowler, that Henry the Fowler
who in one of his expeditions against the Wendish hea-
then stormed their fort of Brannibor, and founded there,
to guard the north-eastern frontier, that Mark of Branden-
burg which has grown into the Prussian monarchy. The
power of the modern sovereign is indeed of a very dif-
ferent nature from that of those remote predecessors, far,
more effective in his patrimonial lands than Henry's was
in Saxony; far more limited over Bavaria than was that
of the Frankish and Saxon princes, even in the days of
Duke Arnulf the Wicked. This loose and anomalous
federal constitution is the heritage of the old Empire,
which in endeavouring to win for the Emperor a com-
manding European international position, allowed kings
and princes to spring up beside him in Germany, and
wrest from him nearly all the domestic power which had
once been his. But if in this the influence of that great
shadow of the past be thought pernicious, it ought not
the less to be remembered, that to it is in great measure
due this last renewal of national life. It is the tradition
of a glorious unity, in the days when Germany led the
world, that has made Germany again the central power of
continental Europe, and the arbiter of its destinies.
The parallelism between the course of events in Ger-
many and in Italy which has several times already been
referred to, appears most strikingly in the events of 1870.
As it was by the war of 1866, which, in putting an end